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The Moths of Wimbledon : Further Captures

1962-1970
By J. V. Dacie, M.D.

In 1962 1 recorded in the Entomologist’s Record (74, 109) a
list of 300 species of moths (macrolepidoptera) taken in
Wimbledon in the 6 years 1956-61. The majority were caught
in a mercury vapour trap run in my garden while a few species
were taken on Wimbledon Common which is about 1, mile
away. Between the two is a residential area in which most of
the houses have large gardens. The present communication
lists 32 additional species taken between 1962-70 and brings the
total of personally taken species to 332.

The nomenclature and order of arrangement in the follow-
ing list are those of Heslop (1964).

SPHINGIDAE: 1 species
Hyloicus pinastri L., 1 only, 12.7.70.
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NOTODONTIDAE: 1 species
Notodonta ziczac L., 1 only, 22.5.65.

THYATIRIDAE: 1 species
Polyploca ridens F., 1 only, 7.5.62.

LYMANTRIIDAE: 1 species
Euproctis similis Fuessl., 1 only, 9.8.70.

ARCTIIDAE: 1 species
Cybosia mesomella L., 1 only, 30.6.68.

ZYGAENIDAE: 1 spcciecs
Zygaena filipendulae L., Wimbledon Comimon, 16.7.63.

NOCTUIDAE: 11 species

Euschesis interjecta Hiibn., 1 only, 9.8.70.
Panolis flammea Schiff., several, 1965-66, 1968.
Leucania pudorina Schiff., several, 1963-64, 1967.
Apamea sublustris Esp., 1 only, 28.6.64.

Cosmia diffinis L., several, 1966-67, 1970.
Agrochola lota Clerck, several, 1962-63.
Agrochola macilenta Hiibn., several, 1970.
Citria lutea Stroem, 1 only, 21.9.63.

Ectypa glyphica L., Wimbledon Common, 1962.
Plusia pulchrina Haw., several, 1963-70.

Rivula sericealis Scop., several, 1968-69.

GEOMETRIDAE: 15 specics
Sterrha emarginata L., 1 only, 16.7.67.
Rhodometra sacraria L., 1 only, 11.9.66.
Xanthorhoe ferrugata Clerck, several, 1964-6G8.
Xanthorhoe designata Hufn., 1 only, 13.5.64.
Perizoma flavofasciata Thunb., 1 only, 10.6.65.
Philereme transversata Hufn., 1 only, 16.7.64.
Chesias legatella Schiff., 1 only, 13.10.70.
Anaitis plagiata L., several, 1969-70.
Hydrelia flammeolaria Hufn., 2 only, 1969-70.
Eupithecia millefoliata Rossl., 2 only, 16.7.61, 24.7.67.
Eupithecia castigata Huibn., several, 1963, 1965-66.
Eupithecia fraxinata Crewe, 1 only, 14.6.65.
Ectropis biundularia Borkh., 1 only, 6.9.70.
Ectropis crepuscularia Schiff., 1 only, 29.4.70.
Ematurga atomaria L., several, Wimbledon Common, 11.6.62.

Of the above 32 “new” species 19 were recorded as being
found in Wimbledon or Wimbledon Common by de Worms
(1954-37) in his Moths of London and its Surroundings, Parts
I-V and in the Supplements to these lists published in 1959 and
1960; 12 of the records, however, refer to insects listed in the
1898 List of London Lepidoptera compiled by the City of
London Entomological Society.

Another interesting list of Wimbledon Moths has been
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made available to me through the courtesy of Mr L. J. M.
Wakely. This list comprises the species caught by his father
Sir Leonard Wakely between 1910 and 1959. Out of 212
species, 17 have not been taken by me. It may be added per-
haps that in de Worms’s list there are a further 49 species not
yet caught or observed by me in the Wimbledon area. Again,
however, 25 of these species have not been recorded subse-
quent to 1898 and a further 9 species not since 1905. Adding
these figures together the total number of species, past and
present, recorded from Wimbledon practically reaches 400. 332
in my lists, 17 additional species taken by Sir Leonard Wakely,
and 49 further species listed by de Worms, 34 of which are old
(pre-1905) records. How many of the insects not noticed since
near the end of the last century persist in the area is a matter
of speculation. Many, unfortunately, seem likely to have dis-
appeared for good.

In my carlier report (1962) I estimated that the number of
species still to be found in the Wimbledon area was unlikely to
cxceed 350. The last 9 years’ experience tends to support this
contention. That well over one-third of the total species of
macrolepidoptera in the British List (Heslop 1964) have been
noted in the Wimbledon area in the last 15 years is, neverthe-
less, quite remarkable, bearing in mind the progressive urban-
ization of the district and the closeness of Wimbledon to the
centre of London. Fortunately, Wimbledon Common, and
adjacent Putney Heath and Richmond Park, still, no doubt, act
as valuable reservoirs from which species can spread into the
gardens in the neighbouring built up areas.
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